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However, it is not necessary for us to know about all of the crimes, offenses and sexual
deviations that happen among people. Excessive information does not protect one from crime. On the
other hand, a fiery imagination awakens curiosity, kills all bashfulness and destroys innocence. In reality,
the information of itself helps very little if the child and the young person does not guard his own heart
and avoid occasions of sin and does not draw strength from prayer. Human weakness is very great. Also,
if a person wants to persevere in honesty before marriage and then live faithfully to God’s law in
marriage, while still very young, he should grasp God’s arm and hold on tight to God’s hand. Then,
despite momentary weaknesses and falls, he will survive the storms of youth and come out of any of his
stumbles triumphant.

In closing, | offer you some simple and practical pointers to every family home. The best and
healthiest home is the home that is clean, dry and full of sunshine and fresh air. Don’t be afraid of fresh
air. Even during the winter season, air out the rooms of your house. Air that is musty, oppressive and
saturated with the smell of food and drink causes a negative reaction on the human organism. Do not
crowd your rooms, especially the bedrooms with artificial flowers, blinds and thick curtains for they are
real catchers of dirt and dust. Let your furniture be plain and simple, comfortable and strong. The less
furniture that you have the better it is. The rooms in some homes, from the cellar to the attic resemble
junk shops.

People have a saying that the way to a person’s heart leads through the stomach. Meals should
be simple and healthy. They should be well prepared, served in cleanliness and seasoned with a gentle
smile, a loving look and a good word. At these servings, there should be some lettuce, vegetables, eggs,
cheese and milk. Our mothers raised us on home- made bread, her own make of kielbasa, or cucumbers
and sauerkraut that kept us healthy. Don’t overload your stomach with an excess of meat dishes for it
will revolt terribly.

Don’t overload the walls of your rooms in the house with too many pictures; one or two is
enough. These pictures should be few but they should be decent, attractive and edifying. Hang a crucifix
over every bed and hang a picture of the Last Supper in the dining room. By the main door there should
be a small holy water font.

You should dress for your health and not to please others. Let your clothing be modest, clean,
simple and comfortable from your hat or “babushka” to your shoes or slippers.

Every home should have a radio for a radio teaches, amuses and settles nerves. The radio
connects the home with the entire country and the whole world.

People say, “There is no help for a thief” and they are correct. What are the greatest thieves in
the world; fire, and death. Therefore, every family should insure their property against fire, meaning,
not only the house but all the personal possessions within it. You should also take out life insurance not
only for yourself personally, but also for all of your children, “for no one knows the day nor the hour.” By
such insurance, you will avoid all kinds of fears, worries and problems and this will add to your peace

and satisfaction.
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With these points of advice, | am ending my series of talks on the theme of marital and family
matters. | hope that | have been of help to some of you in your daily life which today can be very
complex and very confusing.
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March 3, 1946
| greet all of you my dear fellow countrymen with the words, “Praised be Jesus Christ!”

Years ago, | was forced to get involved in the affairs of laborers. It was a time when the waves of
strikes were spreading. Some of these strikes were legitimate while others were unjust. However, that’s
beside the point. With the agreement of both, the employers and the workers, | was chosen as the judge
of their controversies, as the protector of the worker and the arbitrator of arguments or fights in the
factories. After many long, very tiring meetings, with lawyers, committees, workers, employers and
government intermediators of labor, all misunderstandings were straightened out, peace was restored
and all of the workers returned to their work.

During those times, in order to become better informed, | was forced to travel to various cities,
to visit factories, to see first- hand the relationship among workers, between the workers and the
foremen, to learn the scale of their earnings, the greatest amount that is paid out plus many other
details. All of this was very interesting and a real education for me. | talked privately and | also spoke
publicly. | met up with millionaires and | met the people who swept floors. However, | was indelibly
impressed by the speech of a certain young lawyer who represented the government in a lawsuit against
a certain manufacturer in one of the western cities. He furiously defended the worker and the rights of
the workers in the courtroom. He used words that were sharp and condemning.

However, outside of the courtroom he spoke differently. At the beginning, | listened with
astonishment as lying on a sofa, he joked saying, “In reality, | don’t understand what these workers want
for they already earn 6 to 8 dollars for 8 hours a day! My father worked in that same factory for two or
three dollars per day. What is this democratic United States coming to when our President commands
us to defend the working masses, these multitudes that lack education and intelligence! | believe that
disputes between manufacturers and their workers should be settled between themselves and the
government should keep far away from such conflicts. Soon, since everything points to this, our
government will forget about everything else and will take the working class under its protection and
will give them everything, including access to modern comforts. Then, nobody will want to work.
However, if someday they want to work, their demands will be so excessive, that factories and all the
workshops will be forced to close their doors and throw their keys into the sea!”

These mocking and sneering words filled me with indignation. | began to point out to him that it
was about time that the government should care more about the worker and provide him and his family
with protection so that no harm should come to him or his family. Now for my talk entitled:

HELP FOR MARRIED COUPLES

The family, instituted by the Creator and renewed by Christ is an excellent institution and above
all else, it is a school which educates both, parents as well as children. Parents educate their children
and the children, to some degree, educate their parents. But, there are very few people who really pay
any attention to this fact. Parents, knowing that their child observes and imitates their every move and
their every word, try hard to behave not only well but in the best way possible in order to get rid of
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certain faults and shortcomings and to avoid morally infecting their little watchful detectives. The sight
of a child awakens in the hearts of its parents love, generosity and self-sacrifice; it has a soothing effect
on their characters, renews and expands the sentiments of the heart.

This tough father talks to this tiny individual with some sort of strange and loving gentleness,
takes it into his arms as a precious treasure, as though this child was unusually fragile and required
special care and endless concern.

The mother, who up until now was superficial and selfish, from the moment that this newly-
born child is placed into her arms, reveals in her heart a fathomless source of dedication to fulfilling all
of her maternal duties.

In the souls of these parents there arises a feeling of responsibility for their every movement,
every action and every word. Their life undergoes an almost miraculous change. It takes on new
meaning of a serious nature. These parents feel that their every weakness and their every mistake in
these parents, a new willingness to work every hard in order to provide their child with an easier and
more pleasant life.

The child, on the other hand, sees in his parents all the ideals of goodness, strength, kindness
and all other perfections. The eyes of a child are like the sun in whose radiance every virtue and all good
things grow. Truly, people have no idea what a blessed influence children have on their parents. The
nation and the state, the Church and all of humanity benefit greatly from such mutual education in
families. It is for this reason and without any hesitation that the nation, the State and the Church should
not only advise families, but should actively support families and help them in material ways. For it is
self- evident that if families become poor, fall apart and die off, this is reflected upon the State and the
Church. In this matter, | am not presenting any radical or personal opinions.

I'am only reminding you of the teachings of the Church. This is what Pope Pius XI said: “Often a
lack of provisions in the household and a severe lack of means oppresses and weighs heavily upon a
married couple. Therefore, it is absolutely necessary to satisfy their needs in the best possible way. First
of all, every effort should be made so that the circumstances of the economy and of society are so set
up in the Stat e so that all the fathers of families, depending on their State and their place of residence
would be able to earn enough that it would assure him, his wife and his children a living: ‘for every
worker is worthy of his pay!” Withholding it or cutting it short is a great injustice and is listed in the Bible
as one of the most serious sins. It would also be very unjust to allot such a small amount of pay that it
would never suffice to feed a family. Before they even marry, a young couple should properly prepare
for the difficulties and problems that await them in their married life. Then, according to their needs,
professional help should be given them or they should receive help from some other private or public
association.”

According to the Holy Father’s advice, society should come to help a married couple. One asks:
“Why do young people wait so long before getting married?” because they do not earn enough to
establish a family. Again, another asks, “Why do many couples trample their marital rights and frustrate
the purpose of marriage?” Because the conditions of living are deficient, poverty stands at the door and
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the future threatens a lack of work. The fact that poverty prevents many from getting married and
misery has diminished family life and represses the lawful growth and expansion of this life - this is a
fact today! Exactly there, where indigence and poverty threaten a family because of their number of
children, or because of sickness, there Christian mercy has a wide and grateful field of work. Justice
demands that in such circumstances, rich people should help the poor and should refrain from indulging
in luxuries and extravagance knowing that there are so many who do not even have that which is
necessary to satisfying their life’s most primitive needs.

It is for this reason that the Apostle reminds us: “He who has the possessions of this world and
sees that his brother is in need but would close off his private possessions from him, how can the love of
God abide in him?” Again the Holy Father calls out, “If private assistance is not sufficient, then it is the
duty of public authorities to supplement these private efforts, especially in the case of the general good
that is so important as not doubt is the proper situation of families and married couples.

However, if families, especially those with many children do not have proper housing, if the
husband cannot find work and bread, if one’s daily needs can only be purchased at a very high price, if
even the mother to the great detriment of their home life, because of poverty is forced to get a job, if in
the ordinary and even the extraordinary problems of maternity there is no adequate food, medicine or
even help from an experienced doctor, and similar needs; thus everyone sees how difficult life becomes
for a married couple, if they lose heart their home life and their keeping of God’s commandments;
everyone sees what public danger can result for the public good and for the very existence of the State if
these people would be driven to such despair that, since they had nothing to lose, they would dare to
count on gaining much by overthrowing the State and society.

For this reason, those in charge of the State and those wo whom the general good has been
entrusted, they cannot ignore the absolute necessities of married couples and families if they do not
want to see significant harm done to the State and the general good. For this reason, in their legislation
and when they are planning their budget, they should remember to ease the fate of poor families and
consider that one of the most urgent tasks for their authority.

It means a lot to secular authorities to have good protection for marriage and the family not
only materially but also in that which we call their spiritual values so that they carry out and faithfully
keep the just laws that protect marital fidelity and the mutual support of husband and wife. History
teaches us that the good of the State and the temporal happiness of its citizens cannot be safe and
remain untouched when the very foundation on which they depend is shaking. This is the lawful moral
order where the offenses of people cover up the source from which community flows that is marriage
and the family.”

Therefore, civil authorities should help the family when it concerns housing, employment, high
prices, medical help and help during the crises of maternity. We call all of this necessary and just
protection of the family by the State.

Here, | must mention that the State is not permitted to touch certain laws of marriage, laws that
are related by nature to marriage and have been given by the Creator Himself. Scholars refer to these
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laws as “autonomous, or self-governing laws.” They are older than the oldest governments, for example,
the right of parents to bring up their children at home, especially during their first few years. In the last
quarter century, there arose so called totalitarian States, real monsters full of sordidness and atrocity.
One of the totalitarian maxims was “Every person and the entire person is the exclusive possession of
the stat e.” Therefore, must every family be put under the control of the State? How? By making it
easier to get a divorce, by establishing clinics in order to teach married couples the use of preventive
measures and the ways to procure an abortion and by taking children away from their families and
placing them in State Institutions with what result? Take a good look at the faces of the German youth
whom you often see in the periodicals and in the movies. Study these German countenances
thoroughly. Do you see how much obstinacy, impenitence, pride, conceit, contempt, hatred and
vindictiveness there is in those faces? They are repugnant, base and bestial. Such are the results of a
State education based on totalitarian principles.

Another State has “communized” marriage and the family. It is the same monster as the first
one with just a little different fur. By “communizing” marriage, the State opened wide the gates to the
betrayal of marriage and to marital infidelity. “Communizing” children created scores of cold
automatons, soulless mannequins, people who are not independent but are the slaves of the State and
the government. Their lives are cold, cynical and without purpose. There is not even an ounce of the
feeling of true brotherhood within them nor any love as of children for their parents. Words like “father”
and “mother” plus any words denoting gratitude, love, sublimity and holiness have all been eradicated
from their books and dictionaries. In their place, they have imposed some sort of weird, meaningless
word without content — “comrade!”

The word “comrade” cannot equal the words: “father, mother, brother, sister!” In a family the
members share their joys and sorrows, worries and problems. They help one another, support one
another and defend each other. These notorious, communized “comrades” do not act that way. The
family, in comparison with the great powers is only a cell. Yet, without the family there would not be any
nations, nor peoples, nor States, nor even the Church. All of these institutions owe their very existence
and their power to that cell - the family.

Everyone admits that knowledge and education have made great progress lately. Modern
inventions have helped to make life a lot easier. The airplane and the radio have made outer space
much smaller. Television is already here. Scientists are seeking ways to reach the planets and the stars.
Yet, mankind, with all of its knowledge, culture and progress, never managed to discover the secret of
life. Man has no authority over life. Man does not know how to create life. But, on the contrary, we
know how death occurs and we know how to make death happen. During World War II, horrible mass
murders took place. Apparently those cultured Germans discovered the cruelest methods of torturing
and murdering people. Yes, German culture and knowledge knew how to eradicate millions of lives, but
it didn’t know how to create even one life. Dr. Schonidt wrote, “The family is the cradle in which new
people grow up, it is the hearth from which the flames of brotherly love glow in order to embrace all the
nations and the entire world. The task of every Christian is by his actions to give testimony of his
convictions: successful Christian marriages, peaceable, powerful families that are blessed with many
good children coming out into the world as strong and honest people will speak more forcibly to the
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depressed people than the most eloquent words. A Christian family that is pure and strong is the
salvation of humanity. The arms of all human wrecks will stretch out their arms to it. Even is everything
else falls into ruin, such a family will be a mainstay and an inexhaustible source of strength as long as it
fulfills God’s commands. Let the family realize her mission and fulfill it zealously and then she will
become light and joy amid the misery of this world. And through her the world will be reborn.”

Now, for the first time | dare to discuss “giving information” something that is presently
debated, widely and publicly. There are certain people who insist that in order to improve our customs,
itis absolutely necessary to teach young people about how human life begins, about the many dirty and
ugly diseases and about married life. Then these customs will improve, they will then have to improve.
Modern educators stand by their conviction so stubbornly that they are insisting on having a law passed
forcing such instruction to be given to students not only in high schools but also in grade schools.

In this matter | am reaching out to our outstanding Catholic authors. “Certainly,” they insist
unanimously, “a certain instruction is necessary, especially in these present times. It is best if the father
and mother teach their child with respect for the mysteries of life rather than having a rotten boyfriend
or a corrupt girl tell them in a very obscene manner. There is no need to be in too great a hurry to
impart this instruction.” A child’s innocence and ignorance saves him from a lot of uneasiness of
conscience and prevents many falls into corruption and aberrations. But, there will come a time where
ignorance may be not only dangerous, but very dangerous. The children are growing up and they come
in touch with people who have various wide and loose views of morality.

A daughter works in a factory or in an office or she will soon be getting married. A son is going to
go to the university, to a workshop or to the army. There are moral dangers everywhere. Therefore,
these children should know something of the temptations, the occasions of sin, of all the dangers ahead,
otherwise, they might get wasted and disappear.

To impart this information to children is neither a very pleasant task nor is it an easy one. This
cannot be done all at once or in a rough way, but gradually, very carefully and very delicately. In the first
place, the parents are called to do this the mother is most suitable to inform her daughters, while the
father informs his sons. If the parents themselves do not know how to go about this, or they do not
want to do this, they should then ask a respected doctor, or a solid teacher or an older priest to do it for
them. It is not necessary to tell the children everything, but they must not lie to the child for then they
lose the child’s trust. Therefore, don’t tell them fairy tales or stories about some stork, or that the
doctor brings the baby in his suitcase, or that an aunt found the baby in a willow tree or that a duck dug
the baby up out of the sand, or other such nonsense.

But, let’s tell our children about the fact that God gives children who are born from the love of
the father and mother; that the mother carries that child under her heart always praying for it; that the
mother brings the child into the world through her own suffering and then brings this child up with great
anxiety; thus, always telling a little more and always just a little more explicit until they have the full
understanding.




